*6                               VENETIA.
* Yes/ said he,' the old abbey has at last found a tenant.'
* A tenant, Doctor ? '
* Ay ! the best tenant in the world : its proprietor.*
* You quite surprise me.    When did this occur ? '
* They have been there these three days;   I have paid them a visit.    Mrs. Cadurcis has come to live at the abbey with the little lord.'
* Tins is indeed news to us/ said Lady Annabel ; ' and what kind of people are they ? '
'You know, my dear madam,' said the Doctor, just touching the ash of his pipe with his tobacco-stopper of chased silver, * that the present lord is a very distant relative of the late one ? '
Lady Annabel bowed assent.
* The late  lord/ continued the  Doctor,  "who was  as strange and wrong-headed a man as ever breathed, though I trust he is in the kingdom of heaven for all that, lefb all Iris property to his unlawful children, with the exception of this estate entailed on the title, as ail estates should be, *Tis a fine place, but no great rental.    I doubt whether 'tis more than a clear twelve hundred a-year.'
* And Mrs. Cadurcis ?' inquired Lady Annabel.
'Was an heiress/ replied the Doctor, f and the late Mr. Cadurcis a spendrift. He was a bad manager, and, worse, a bad husband. Providence was pleased to summon him suddenly from this mortal scene, but not before lie had dissipated the greater part of his wife's means. Mrs. Cadurcis, since she was a widow, has lived in strict seclusion with her little boy, as you may, my dear lady, .with your dear little girl. But I am afraid/ said the Doctor, shaking Ms head, c she has not been in the habit of dining so well as we have to-day. A very limited income, my dear madam ; a very limited income indeed. And the guardians, I am told, will only allow the little lord a hundred a-year ; but, on her. own income, whatever it may be, and that addition; she lias resolved to live at the abbey; and I believe, 1 btuieve she has it rent-free ; but T don't know.'